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General Information about the Furneaux Region
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Portland in Tasmania. Flinders Island is the largest of thesdslands, the Furneaux Islands
region has around906 permanent residents as last recorded by census
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The Furneaux Group of Islands is what remains of the original land bridge that once joined
Tasmania to mainland Australia.

The time of the flooding of this land bridge is a contentious point for many scientists but it
is believed to have happened between 12,000 and 18,000 years ago.

Over these thousands of years, water erosion has formed some of the most spectacular
rock formations and scenery you will find anywhere in the world.

Climate

The Furneaux Group boasts a maritime climate, with the average rainfall ranging from
about 600mm in the southwest to over 800mm in the central hills.

The climate of this region is generally mild as the sea has a moderating effect protecting
the Islands from extremes of temperature.

The Furneaux Group of Islands is situated around Latitude 400 South , meaning it is
subject to the infamous Roaring Forties winds. astal waters can be exposed to strong
and variable winds and high seasat times, throughout the year.




Flinders Municipality

The Flinders Municipality covers 4 groups of Bass StraitIslands off the north-eastern tip
of Tasmania: the Furneaux, Kent, Hogan and Curtis Groups.

Of the more than 60 Islands, onlythree have permanent residents, Finders, CapeBarren
and Clarke, with Flinders Island having the largest population.

Flinders Island has four main population centres: Whitemark, Lady Barron, Emita and
Killiecrankie.

Whitemark is the main residential and business centre, and the alitides port at Lady
Barron is the berthing point for the trading vessels. Flinders Island is serviced with a
weekly sail between Bridport and Lady Barron, monthly to Cape Barren Island and on
demand (approxmonthly) from Welshpool, Victoria.

There are daily flights between Launceston and Whitemark and Hobart and Whitemark,
and four flights a week between Essendonin Melbourne, and Whitemark (subject to
seasonal changeb please refer to Sharp Airlines curent Schedule sharpairlines.com.au.
The region is also serviced by a numberof charter airlines, (see our business directory at
° | X N- A«N ;v flindeds.MS.govaX) who carry passengersand freight on
demand.

Flinders Island has athriving rural community that produces wool, beef, lamb, crayfish,
abalone, wine, olive oil and wallaby products. Other main business activities include rural
support industries and tourism.

The Islands are home to very diverserange of wildlife , with over 120 species of birds on
Flinders Island alone, including many visiting migratory, northern hemisphere species.
There are no rabbits or foxes in this region other than rabbits on some of the outer
islands, and it is illegal to bring them to thisregion.

Flinders is a long, narrowlsland, 75 km long and 40 km wide, with the Darling Ranges
running down the middle of the Island. The total land area of Flinders Island is 1,333 sq
km.

Flinders has 73 km of sealed roads, 309 km of gravel roads and is serviced by a licensed
Airport with sealed runways at Whitemark.

Flinders Council offers the following services:
Economic Development

Works & Services

Building & Planning

Community Development
Environmental Health

Visitor Information Service Centre.
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Flinders Island Aboriginal Association Incorporated

Mission Statement
Working with and for the community to achieve a self -sufficient healthy Aboriginal
community, promoting social, economic and cultural pride.

The Flinders Island Aboriginal Association Incorporated was first established in 1971. The
organisation is governed by a committee of community elected Aboriginal members.

F.ILA.A.l runs a variety of housing, he#th, community, and employment programs. Staff
are available to speak with anyone wishing to visit. Please feel free to call into their
organisation for information on Aboriginal issues and significant sites and places of
importance on the island.

F.ILA.A.l is an agent for Centrelink.

For more information please phone:

Flinders Island Aboriginal Associationinc (FIAAI) 03 6359 3532




Employment

Traditionally the primary employment sector has been agriculture and fishing with tourism
growing in importance.

There are a number of different employment options on Flinders Island from time to time;
Flinders Council, Flinders I$and Multi -Purpose Centre hospital, Ochre &3 2z~ B3 z X3 E
District High SchoolK-12, Fl Aboriginal Association Inc, Nutrien Ag Solutions, or any of
the other businesses on the Island. If you would like the contact details for these
businesses please phone the Visitor Information Centre Ph: 03 6359 5010

Many farmers on these Islands run their flocks for wool production and require shearers,
wool classers, rouseabouts and someone tqress the wool at shearingand crutching time.
Some farmers dso require people on a parttime/casual basis to help with sheep or cattle
work, fencing, and other general farm duties.




Business Opportunities

Z business opportunities present themselves on these islands all the time.
They are in the broad regions of:
Tourism
Aquaculture
Agriculture
Hospitality
Retail
Trades
IT
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Our contact details are provided, so if you have any business ideas for Flinderdsland
please contact the Flinders Council Ph: 03 6359 5010 for help with information and
support.

Clubs & Associations

Flinders Island has a wide range ofgroups, clubs and associationswith one of the highest
percentages of volunteers per head of capita in Australia so many of these clubshave a
highly supportive volunteer base.

1 Golf & Bowls RSLClub 1 Furneaux Lapidary Club
1 Furneaux Field & Game 1 Meals On Wheels
1 Pony Club Committee
T CW.A. 9 Junior Football Association
1 Furneaux Museum Historical 1 Martial Arts
Research Association Inc 1 Community Shed




Landcare

Acapella Group
Community Choir

Show Society
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Flinders Running Group
Flinders IslandBusinessinc.
Furneaux Community Arts
Scottish Country Dancing
Netball, Kids, Ladies & Mixed
Lions Club
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To mention just a few.

Shops and Services

Flinders Islandis serviced by two supermarkets. The Whitemark IGA Supermarket is open
Monday - Friday and Saturday mornings the Lady Barron Store is open 7 days a week.
Fuel is available atthe Lady Barron Store and at the 24/7 self-service pump in Whitemark.
There is also a small supermarketon Cape Barren Island.See below a list of services
provided on Flinders Island.

WHITEMARK:

Flinders Council & Visitor Centre 4 Davies St The centre provides information, small maps
pamphlets on walks, things to do and seeto help you enjoy your holiday in the Furneaux
Group, as well as all your enquires addressed to Council Ph (03) 6359 500

Flinders Island Bakery Cafée
Lagoon Road, Whitemark sells a variety of bread, cakes, pies and pastiesind great coffee.
Ph (03) 6359 2105

The Wharf Restaurant
At the Whitemark Wharf, offers coffee, lunches, snacks, evening dining, fresh Island
produce alongside Tasmanian wines and spirits. Ph0474 889 236

EM Bowman & Co _ _
Cnr Patrick & Robert Streets, WhitemarkY # - C2 J« 2y «TX3 = " KBJ«TZ/
retailer. It is a general store selling clothing, shoes, fabrics, gifts, stationery and household




goods. It also serves as a newsagentselling newspapers, magazines and stationery.
Bowman2 has its own family history room, with artefacts collected by the Bowman family
since their first arrival in 1913, which you are welcome to step through the kitchen from
the shop to, and enjoy. EFTPOS availablePh (03) 6359 2008

Walkers IGA Supermarket
Patrick Street, Whitemark. The Supermarket sells ax extraordinarily wide range of
groceries, fresh foods, meat and delicatessen items. EFTPOS availableh (03) 6359 2010

Furneaux Gallery

The purple house opposite the beach in Robert Street Whitemark. Open during the
summer and autumn months 7 days a week Furneaux Gallery has paintings drawings,
ceramics and jewellery by local artists. Look for the sign at the driveway entrance behind
the mechanic shop.Ph: (03) 6359 2125

Strait Arts Gallery

Patrick Street, Whitemark, next to Walkers Supermarket. Open Wednesdays and Fridays
10am-4pm and Saturday mornings 9.30-11.30am. The gallery is volunteer run, so times
may vary. Localarts and craft exhibitions and sales.

Nutri en Ag Solutions
Our local real estate and stock agent stock rural supplies Lagoon Rd. Ph. (03) 6359 2059

Interstate Hotel /Pub Cafe
Patrick Street, Whitemark. Offers accommodation and counter meals plus cafein a country
pub atmosphere, with TAB facilities available. Ph. (03) 6359 2114

Flinders Island Sports& RSLClub
The Esplanade Whitemark Golf, bowls, tennis & netball court and Function centre has Tas
Keno and EFTPOS facilities Ph: 0459 358 983

Cate Cooks Café
Lagoon Road ,Whitemark. Tuckshop & Café offering seasonal food, sweet and savoury
treats, great coffee and take-home meals.Ph: 0412 626 992

Purple Swamphen

Sells local and Tasmanian hanemade jewellery, photography, knitted and sewn goods,
woodwork , ceramics, original artworks and their own blended coffee beans - great for gifts
J«T ~ -AEX« 3Z° C ©° Foundl inAagood RAXWhlemarkZ Mch:X0428 B9?
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Post Office Patrick St Whitemark. Sells cards, statiorery and a small range of gifts.
Ph: (03) 63592020

Banking Facilities - the Post Office provides a B-Pay service to most major institutions.
There is aBendigo agency on the island located in the Post Office building at Whitemark.

EFTPOS facilitiesare available at most places of business onthe island.

Service Tasmania- for any registrations, licences or Centrelink services.Ph: 1300 135 513
8




LADY BARRON:
Lady Barron Store James Street, Lady Barron A general store, news agent and post office
agency. Petrol available here also. Ph. (03) 6359 3503

Furneaux Tavern Franklin Parade, Lady Barron Offers accommodation, bar and restaurant
with magnificent vi ews across the Franklin Sound Wifi available . Ph. (03) 6359 3521

EMITA:

Furneaux Museum 8 Fowlers Road, Emita. An extensive history of the Island Many
artefacts, natural resources and pictures of days gone by.The Museum is managed and
cared for entirely by volunteers. Ph: 03 6359 8434

KILLIECRANKIE
Killiecrankie Enterprises Has sieves forhire for diamond hunting N z1 KK XN3 J « |
jewellery to buy. Ph: 0428 592 130

Furneaux Find It

9 Another essential part of Island living is to have aFurneaux Find It
Our local phone book.
Available for purchase at Bowmans.
In conjunction with th is to help with business searches on the Island
Flinders Council has a business directory on their websiteb

http://www.flinders.tas.gov.au/furneaux -businessdirectory




