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TASMANIA

PREMIER OF TASMANIA

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
I write in support ofthe Flinders Council - Marine Access and Safe Harbour feasibility study which has
recommended the development of a new marina at Lady Barren Slip on Hinders Island.
The study was undertaken in response to a growing need for a reliable and safe all-weather marine
facility on the island to provide for the increasing motor boat and yacht tourism market.

The report identified that the proposed development of new marine infrastructure at Lady Barren
would increase appeal and sustainability of Flinders Island as a destination. This will provide an
opportunity for the Hinders Island economy to strengthen and diversify through tourism.
The report was supported by extensive consultation with stakeholders.
Increasing marine tourism supports the Tasmanian Government's objectives as identified in our T21 -

Tasmanian Visitor Economy Strategy by generating demand for travel to Tasmania, growing sea access,
investing in quality visitor infrastructure and building capability, capacity and community
Yours sincerely

Will Hodgman MP
Premier

GPO Box 123, Hobart TAS 7001 | Telephone: 61 3 6165 7650 | Email: will. hodgman@dpac. tas. gov. au
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15 December 2017

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

RE FLINDERS ISLAND COUNCIL – CONSTRUCTION OF MARINE ACCESS & SAFE HARBOUR AT LADY
BARRON – BUILDING BETTER REGIONS FUND
I have been briefed by Council’s consulting engineer with respect to this project. I have also received a copy of the
project outline with respect to the project.
As Federal Member for Bass, the Flinders Island area is within my electorate. There have been some very important
developments which have had the effect of facilitating economic growth in tourism and the wider economy on the
island over the last 3 – 5 years. The delivery of enhanced telecommunications infrastructure will provide a solid basis
for the Flinders Island community to open their extraordinary part of Australia to the world.
The Marine Access and Safe Harbour project provides yet another opportunity for sustainable infrastructure on the
island, infrastructure which will provide for significant potential visitation in the recreational boating and sailing
market.
I commend Council for its vision in attracting additional tourism to the island, in particular the sort of tourism which
will drive jobs and business growth on the island.
I am very happy to provide this letter of support.
Yours sincerely

Ross Hart MP
Member for Bass

Electorate Office: 100 St John Street, Launceston, Tas 7250 Postal: PO Box 5035, Launceston, Tas 7250
Phone: +61 3 6334 7033 Fax: + 61 3 6334 7055 Email: ross.hart.mp@aph.gov.au
rosshartmp.com alp.org.au
https://extranet.campaigncentral.org.au/sites/Bass-FederalOffice/Interactions/ad58092a-b7d0-4eba-8b76-e3af0ef4f59e/2017-12-15-Flinders Council-Local Government.doc
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5 December 2017
Bill Boehm
General Manager
Flinders Council
Via bill.boehm@flinders.tas.gov.au

Dear Bill
Re: Flinders Island Safe Harbour Project for Lady Barron - BBRF Submission
Northern Tasmanian Development Corporation Ltd (NTDC) is an economic development
organisation funded by seven (7) councils in the North and North East of Tasmania.
Maritime safety is an ongoing issue for Eastern Australia and Tasmania, and NTDC is aware
that Flinders Council has for some time been working on a proposal to construct a ‘safe
harbour facility’ on Flinders Island to allow boats to anchor safely and provide shelter during
weather incidents when travelling up and down the East Coast between Tasmania and
mainland Australia. The proposed facility will be the only practical location between
Tasmania and the Australian Mainland to provide this shelter and also provide a harbor for
recreational boats to visit Flinders and replenish supplies.
NTDC has an approved methodology to prioritise council projects to determine their
economic value. In addition to providing a maritime safety, the Safe Harbour will deliver
benefits to Flinders by becoming a natural stop-over port for recreational boats and
fishing trawlers.
NTDC has determined that the project requires at least $4.8M in capital expenditure and
delivers approximately $10M per year in economic growth. This project has therefore been
designated as one of our region’s Top Five priorities.
Bill, we hope you are successful in your bid to secure BBRF program funds.

Yours sincerely

Maree Tetlow
CEO
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FIAAI

ABN: 22 604 123 914

Flinders Island Aboriginal Association Inc

9th December 2017
Mr Bill Boehm
General Manager
Flinders Council

Dear Bill
RE: Building Better Regions Fund – Lady Barron Safe Harbour
I am writing in full support of the Flinders Council’s application for funding for the Safe Harbour project in Lady Barron, Flinders
Island
I believe this project meets the BBRF Guidelines and support the Feasibility Study and in particular I wish to address Criterion 1
and 2 from the perspective of Flinders Island Aboriginal Association.
We believe there will be a direct economic benefit to the Island as a whole and Lady Barron in particular with an increase in
numbers of boats and length of stay. This will result in an increased demand for good and services. FIAAI is actively involved in
tourism and hospitality on the Island with the main goal of creating employment opportunities, especially for our youth and increasing the population as a whole to improve the sustainability of the Island.
FIAAI would anticipate working with Council to create employment, training and work placement opportunities for our community within the Project and would aim for 20% of the project workforce being Indigenous. We have a youth employment officer
who would be actively involved and have had recent meetings with the Department of Employment with whom we would explore the range of initiatives available to support young people into work.
On completion of the project we would anticipate a longer tourist “season” for our hospitality and tourism businesses and could
envisage an additional 6 employees being required throughout the year.
FIAAI also believes that by being part of the Project from commencement we can support culturally respectful relationships,
improve community connectedness and be well placed to identify other complimentary business opportunities for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people and the community more generally.
FIAAI intends to work with the tourism and business community of Flinders Island to increase awareness of Flinders Island as a
destination where Aboriginal culture is strong, vibrant and diverse and to develop, in consultation with our Aboriginal community, sustainable Aboriginal employment through the development of tourism, products and experiences and welcomes this exciting initiative.
Yours sincerely

Maxine Roughley
Chief Executive Officer

P.O Box 20
Whitemark
Flinders Island 7255

Telephone: (03) 63593532
Facsimile: (03) 63593622
Email: info@fiaai.org.au
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CHRIS FENNER
C/- Post Office
Lady Barron
Flinders Island
Tas 7255
Ph 0437 516118 email: clfenner@bigpond.com

B. Boehm
General Manager,
Flinders Council.
Whitemark,
Flinders Island 7255.

1.12.17
Dear Bill,
Further to the application for BBR funding for the Flinders Marine Access and Safe
Harbour, I attach a letter of support giving some details of the history of the Lady
Barron Safe Harbour Group and my experience as a fisherman, charter operator and
recreational boatie around the islands.
Good luck with the application.
This project would be a winner for the island.
Regards
Chris Fenner
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CHRIS FENNER
C/- Post Office
Lady Barron
Flinders Island
Tas 7255
Ph 0437 516118 email: clfenner@bigpond.com

Six or seven years ago a number of locals formed a “Lady Barron Safe Harbour Group”,
and on behalf of that group I sent out letters to various yacht and cruising clubs asking
for letters of support for the project. I have enclosed a copy of the letter sent out
together with a sample of the replies for your information.
The group was initially formed to encourage boats to visit the island and be able to
safely leave their boats and contribute to the economy of the island, something that is
not possible at the moment due to the lack of safe mooring facilities at the port. It is a
poor choice to leave your vessel unattended at the wharf during most weather
conditions, and at times of even moderate wind it is dangerous to attempt to access the
shore from a mooring in a small dinghy.
Flinders relies heavily on grants and subsidies, and with the current and future, Federal
and State, budgetary pressures we saw this as an opportunity for the island to
contribute to the local economy, hopefully to be a little less reliant on some of those
grants and subsidies.
In Australia, the last few years have seen a significant increase in boating traffic of all
types. The affluence of the Australian society, our weather and the “romance” of
“heading off to sea” has encouraged more and more people to invest in a boat.
Added to this is the advent of GPS and plotters which has enabled the most
inexperienced boatie to navigate like a professional. This has meant that boaties are
using their boats more often and travelling further.
Tasmania regularly sees boats from Victoria, NSW and Queensland, as well as visiting
yachts from overseas.
Due to the unfavourable weather conditions, and the lack of harbours along the
Tasmanian West coast, the majority of vessel movements from the mainland to
Tasmania is via the East coast. Currently vessels tend to avoid Flinders Island due to the
lack of facilities, even though this involves an additional sailing of 70 or 80 miles to a
mainland Tasmania port.
The vessels that do visit and have favourable weather enjoy their stay and are very
complimentary about the island and cruising grounds.
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The port of Lady Barron is the only port between St Helens, a difficult port to enter in
inclement weather due to a bar crossing, in mainland Tasmania and Port Welshpool in
Victoria, a distance of almost 200 nautical miles. Current facilities at Lady Barron port
are such that vessels are not safe at the wharf in even moderate weather conditions.
This presents an issue of safety for vessels travelling between mainland Australia and
Tasmania.
Lady Barron has a slipway that is suitable for most visiting vessels and is currently
underutilised.
The Furneaux Group is a great cruising ground that has been avoided in the past due to
the lack of facilities at Lady Barron and the, sometimes, difficult navigation in the area.
Again, with the advent of GPS and plotters navigation has been made much easier
allowing amateur boaties to access these areas with confidence. The great fishing, bird
life and scenery around the more than 50 islands in the group, with a safe harbour at
Lady Barron, will enable more visitors to enjoy the area.
Safety at sea is foremost in the minds of those who undertake coastal cruising and with
such a vast distance between mainland Australia and mainland Tasmania, a safe harbour
approximately half way is a responsibility of Government that should be recognised.
I grew up on Flinders Island, my Father a fisherman, and spent much of my early years
on the water. After some years in the business world I fished commercially for a
number of years around Flinders and moved here in the early 2000s, where my wife and
I operated a charter business, ultimately building a home here in 2008.
The only boat I currently own is a 5m tinnie and have no plans for a larger one. The only
interest I have in this is the economic benefit for the island and safety for visiting
boaties.

Chris Fenner
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Lady Barron Safe Harbour Group
C/- Post Office
Lady Barron
Tasmania 7255
Phone 0437516118 or email clfenner@bigpond.com

Jan 2011

We are a small group working towards the construction of a breakwater to provide a sheltered, safe, all
weather harbor for the port of Lady Barron on Flinders Island in Bass Strait.
Our intention is to gain support from potential users and emergency services to further our cause.
Lady Barron is a land locked, relatively deep water harbor, although the approaches from the East can
be dangerous in some weather conditions.
The current harbor facilities offer secure moorings, but are unsuitable for small craft (10/20m) during
the normal weather patterns of strong South Westerly, Southerly and South Easterly winds. Amenities
for visiting pleasure craft are almost non existent.
The port has a slipway which services craft up to 20m and is the only slipway between St Helens on the
East coast of mainland Tasmania, 80 miles to the South and Welshpool in Victoria, 150 miles to the
North.
The port has also been a haven for sailors in the Sydney Hobart yacht race when breakdowns have
occurred , and has been a regular port of call for yachts on their way home after the race as well as a
much visited port for cruising yachts and power boats.
We would ask that your organisation send a letter of support outlining your need for a safe harbor and
facilities at Lady Barron.
This letter of support would be used in funding applications to local, State and Federal Governments.
We attach a letter from Flinders Council giving their support and commitment for the project.
Upon receipt of letters of support from Government Departments, race organisers, recreational
boating organisations and other users we will commence on the design phase, including all the
appropriate studies and approvals.
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The working group consists of five local residents, all who have some interest and experience in the area
of either commercial or recreational boating or design. The group is Chris Fenner, Shane Walsh,
Andrew Thomson, David Williams and James Luddington. Should you wish to know further information
on any member of the group please email.
Please give this letter your serious consideration as the greater the support the greater our chance of
securing funding for all stages of the project.
After receiving your letter of support we will ensure you are kept up to date with the progress of the
project.
Please direct your letter by mail to: C Fenner, C/- P.O , Lady Barron, Tas 7255, or email to
clfenner@bigpond.com
You can also phone Chris Fenner on 0437516118.
Thanks for your time and we look forward to your letter of support.

Regards
Chris Fenner
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