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FURNEAUX GROUP SHIPPING SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
UNCONFIRMED MINUTES 
 
DATE:    Tuesday 26 February 2019 
VENUE: Flinders Arts and Entertainment Centre, Rose Garden 

Room 
COMMENCING:  10.00 am 

 
ATTENDEES:   
Mayor A Revie Chair (non-voting) 
Cr Vanessa Grace Council 
Bill Boehm General Manager (non-voting) 
Michelle Hirchfield  Community 
Mick Rose  FIBI representative 
Scott Wood Livestock Representative 
Vacant Commerce Representative 
Vacant Transport Representative 
 
APOLOGIES:  
Cr Aaron Burke Council 
Mark Cooper TasPorts  
Denise Gardner CBIAAI 
Grant Hall Farmer Representative  
Arun Kendall DoSG (non-voting) 
Chris Murphy (Qube) Guest (non-voting) 
 
STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:    
Jacci Viney Projects, Assets and Environmental Health Officer (minute taker) 
 
DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST: 
At the 14 December 2017 Council Meeting, Council resolved the following motion: 
 

1. “That Council agrees to grant exemption from pecuniary interest to the 
community members appointed to all of its Special Committees for a period of 
12 months. 

2. That Council again considers the pecuniary interest of community members 
on its Special Committees at the December 2018 Ordinary Meeting of 
Council.” 
 

In accordance with Part 2 Regulation 8 (7) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015, Councillors are requested to advise of a pecuniary interest they may 
have in respect to any matter appearing on the agenda, or any supplementary item to the 
agenda. 
 
CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: 
That the unconfirmed minutes from the meeting held on the 25 October 2018 are a true 
record. 
 
Moved:  Mick Rose Seconded: Michelle Hirchfield 
 
Michelle raised the issue that there was a commerce position but this is not listed in the 
minutes any more.  Noted that both positions will be called for soon. 
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Mick Rose requested that the Grant Hall letter, as referred to in the minutes, be 
recirculated. 
 
Animal welfare issues to be addressed by this Committee?  (Planning permit to be sought 
by Jacci for possible clarification) 
 
Carried Unanimously  
 
CORRESPONDENCE IN: 
2018.12.18 P Rhodes – resignation from the Shipping Committee 
2019.01.10 J Phillips – resignation from the Shipping Committee 
 
CORRESPONDENCE OUT: 
2018.11.29 Committee Members – notification of new council representatives on 

committee 
2019.01.10   J Phillips – confirmation of receipt of resignation  
 
AGENDA ITEMS 
Item 1.   Representations to the Committee 
Representations to the Committee were called via Island News and no submissions were 
received. 
 
This Committee has requested that the advertising be reissued on Facebook – send 
details to Michelle as administrator of the Community Noticeboard (Facebook) as 
well as Island News Flinders Council website and Facebook page. 
 
 
Item 2. Committee Membership 
As Jeff Phillips no longer resides on the Island, he has provided his resignation from the 
position of Transport Representative. 
The Commerce/Business Representative position remains vacant. 
 
Nominations for the position of Transport Representative and Commerce / Business 
Representative will be called via Island News. 
 
See above 
 
Item 3. Wharfage Charges 
In January 2018, Jeff Phillips (previous transport representative) did a comparison of 
wharfage charges based on information on the TasPorts website and found that in a 
number of areas Flinders is being charged more than King and in other areas charged the 
same as Bell Bay and Hobart. At the October meeting this apparent inequity was 
discussed and Darrell Clark, Commercial Manager Resources, TasPorts, agreed to review 
Jeff’s comparison and report back with further information at an upcoming meeting. 
 
Darrell has advised that preliminary discussions have been had and various charges are 
under review. Darrell is aiming to provide a report to the next committee meeting. 
 
 
Still waiting on report form TasPorts. 
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Item 4. Other Business 
 
John O’Dell Presentation / Discussion 
John O’Dell made a brief presentation to the Committee prior to the commencement of 
the meeting.  The matter was the comparison of wastage of Flinders Island when 
compared with King Island.  King Island now run trailers onto the boat after the large 
deaths of cattle delivered to King Island 2016.  Problems at the wharf and on the boat 
regarding animal welfare was discussed.  John explained that there are some issues with 
the current set up at the Lady Barron wharf that contribute to wastage – probably later on.  
John noted some possible options for improvement.   
 
Scott Wood indicated that ramp on the boat presented as an issue and Scott noted that 
Roberts had offered to pay to make improvements.  John noted it is too steep and causes 
slips and falls and requires boat crew to use electric cattle prods.  Should be approx 20 
degrees. 
 
Scott also indicated that Tasports had been in dialogue with producers over improvements 
to the cattle yards 
 
John O’Dell’ notes to be provided to the Committee.  John also indicated that;  

• update information after discussion with Grant Hall and David Bellinger at 
the wharf. 
Letter submitted to the Committee.  Feedback sought and then John will 
write to Furneaux Freight and Tas Ports. 

• John O’Dell’s notes to be received  
 
Grant Hall Advice 
Scott Wood noted a letter from Grant Hall and local farming Productivity Group regarding 
the provision of updated surfacing. 
 
Letters from Grant Hall to be provided to the Committee 
 
Tasports Reports 
Committee noted that Tasports were unable to attend and that their update report was not 
able to be provided  
 
Request that TasPorts provide report including an update of water troughs and 
matting as raised in previous meeting. 
 
Terms of Reference  
 
To be considered at the next meeting 
 
Furneaux Freight 
General discussion about progress by Furneaux Freight with respect to their new boat 
 
Request and update from Furneaux Freight regarding their new boat.  Also invite 
Furneaux Freight to be regularly on the Committee 
 
Livestock Logistics 
General discussion on the complexity of movement of livestock and the need to consider 
multiple stakeholders from one end at the producers level to the other at destination 
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Noted 
 
NEXT MEETING:  18 April at 10am 
 
 
MEETING CLOSED: 11:46 am 
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