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Our Unit
Membership
There are 10 active members in the Flinders Island SES unit. The longest
serving member is Les Pitchford who reached the milestone of 40 years
diligent service with the SES. and its predecessor Civil Defence.

Accomplishments
Kevin Haines, Martin Walker and John Holloway all received five-year
service medals.
Our administration positions have remained the same as the previous
year.
• Unit Manager and Training Officer – Michael Withers
• Deputy Unit Manager and Equipment Officer – Peter Bowman

Operations
The coronavirus has affected us all. With #stayathome orders in place
from March, face-to-face activities in the SES arena were seriously
impacted and as volunteers we all felt the bite of social isolation. The
Flinders Island SES Unit was no exception.
Our unit responded to five calls for assistance during the year.
• 3 search and rescue,
• 1 storm damage and
• 1 COVID-19 response namely setting up of a shipping container
at the airport for COVID-19 checks.
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The Unit and it’s members were also on standby to assist police with
COVID-19 compliance checks.
Fortunately, for the first time in living memory, the Unit was not called
out to any road crashes.
The 3 search and rescues were on Big Green Island, Pillingers Peak and
between Palana and the North East River. In all cases people were found
safely and transported to Ambulance for medical reasons where
necessary with all being ok in the end.
The storm damage occurred in quiet a few areas north of Whitemark,
consisting of tree removal from roads and property. All members
attended at least one call out and the five jobs took a total of 81
operational hours.

Training
Our members have attended 308 hours of training. This was less than
half our normal training due to COVID-19 restrictions.
Training was completely cancelled for approximately six months and the
over 65 members were not allowed back until after the end of the
financial year.
The following percentages of our members have competencies in these
areas.
•
•
•
•

Road crash rescue 70 %
Storm damage 75 %
Search and rescue 100%
First aid 100%
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Community
The Unit once again supported the running festival by performing traffic
control and manning drink/food stations. The Unit provided lighting for
the Furneaux Festival and Quick Shear competition. Our members
dedicated 185 hours to these events which is a credit to all involved.

Finance
The Unit to obtained a $8000 grant from State Government for new
equipment which was used to purchase new LED portable lights, heat
pump for the training office, sensor lights on the outside of the shed and
a new titanium stretcher.
The Unit account balance at the 30th June 2020 was $3361.52 in credit.
The Unit is still waiting on an upgrade to the communications in the
emergency services shed.

Summary
A big thank you to all Flinders Island SES Unit members and their families,
State Emergency Services salaried staff members, Ambulance Tasmania
Volunteers, TasFire Service, volunteers, Tasmania Police, Flinders Council
and to everyone else who has assisted the Unit during the year.

Michael Withers
Unit Manager
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