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Summary
The proponent is seeking development approval for the construction of camping
accommodation at West End Road, Leeka (PID 6433595).
This accommodation consists of:
•
•
•
•
•

Seven semi-permanent tent sites – these semi-permanent sites form a standing camp
which is only in use for up to six months of the year
A semi-permanent communal group tent site
A composting toilet
A vehicle access road
A footpath leading between each tent site (either gravel or timber)

To inform the development application and guide the mitigation of impacts to conservation
significant natural values, a natural values assessment has been undertaken by North Barker
Ecosystem Services. Our results and assessment indicate that the proposal can be developed
and managed in a way (with conditions of approval and operational requirements) that will
not put conservation significant values at an unacceptably high risk of impacts. A summary is
provided below of key findings, with an associated list of legislative requirements and
recommendations – the latter may be most applicable as conditions of approval, as they do
not necessarily require completion pre-approval in order to inform the assessment of the
development application.
Vegetation Communities
•

The native vegetation NCR within the potential footprint is listed as threatened under
the Tasmanian Nature Conservation Act 2002.

•

A total of 457 m2 of the NCR community will be required to be cleared for the access,
with 363 m2 potentially impacted by the standing camp elements

•

Potential NCR loss (< 0.1 ha) is considered to be very small compared to balance of
extent within the lot and across the island.

•

As long as recommended mitigation strategies such as micro-siting to avoid impacts to
Callitris rhomboidea are applied, impacts to this community can be kept to an
acceptable minimum.

•

A vegetation removal plan provided in Figure 5 gives guidelines for avoiding impacts
to natural values of conservation significance.

•

It is expected that tent sites and pathways can be micro-sited to avoid impacts to any
of the Eucalyptus globulus and the vast majority of Callitris rhomboidea, however,
given the access requirements of the proposal, it is estimated that the loss of 8 Callitris
rhomboidea trees is unavoidable.

Threatened Flora Species
•

Given the highly suitable habitat for threatened orchid species Pterostylis sanguinea
(banded greenhood) and Pterostylis tunstallii (Tunstall’s greenhood), there is potential
for them to occur within the survey area and possibly the project footprint (although
the likelihood is lower purely due to the small footprint). Peak flowering time for these
species is from late June through July.

•

To aid fine scale avoidance and adequately contrast unavoidable losses with broader
populations, a targeted survey for these threatened orchids is recommended prior to
commencing works.

•

Provided this strategy is applied and unavoidable impacts are as low as expected in
the event of threatened orchids being present, impacts to threatened flora species
from the project will be negligible.
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Threatened Fauna and Threatened Fauna Habitat
•

A vegetation removal plan provided recommends and demonstrates the capacity to
retain Eucalyptus globulus trees on the site and thus avoid potential impacts to the
occasional swift parrot.

•

Given the proximity and potential line of sight to a reported location of a white-bellied
sea eagle nest, the following are recommended:

•

o

Construction works are restricted to outside of the breeding season (1st July –
31st January inclusive, with the potential for constraints to extend to end of
February in late years, which is determined annually by the Forest Practices
Authority [FPA] around November).

o

Should it not be possible to complete works outside of the breeding season, a
nest activity assessment will be required. Nest activity assessments are
undertaken annually from the air in October/November. Thus, constraints
invariably apply each season from 1st July up until a point where a nest is
concluded to be inactive for that season. If a nest is deemed inactive, the
constraints will be lifted for the remainder of the breeding season (only to
commence again 1st July the following year). If a nest is found to be active,
constraints will continue until the end of the season (either January or February
depending on the season). Given the purported nest location has not been
checked to confirm it still contains a nest (and confirm the location), a nest
check would be recommended before the activity assessment and would be
required to be undertaken outside of the breeding season.

o

Given the project area is outside of the 500 m radius from the purported nest
location, and the white-bellied sea eagle is relatively resilient to low levels of
human activity such as will occur with the proposed use, no constraints are
considered to be necessary during operations.

No other meaningful amount of threatened fauna habitat is at risk from the proposal;
as a result no targeted mitigation is warranted for other species.

Weeds and Pathogens

•

The proposal will require a Weed and Hygiene Management Plan (to cover
construction and operations) to detail recommended weed and pathogen control
measures, including recommendations for boot and equipment hygiene among
guests (to be included as an operational condition).

•

A follow-up weed inspection of the project area is recommended to establish if
treatment is warranted for the proliferation of weeds due to the project construction
disturbance. This should be undertaken in spring or summer and at least 6 months after
works are completed.

Legislative Requirements
•

Referral for consideration as a controlled action under the Commonwealth
Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 is not considered to
be necessary for this proposal at this time.

•

Unavoidable impacts to threatened flora (should they be determined to be present in
the footprint by a winter survey) will require a permit take under the Tasmanian
Threatened Species Protection Act 1995.
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1.

Project Details

Background
The proponent is seeking development approval for the construction of tourist
accommodation at West End Road, Leeka (Property ID 6433595, Title Reference 225581/1) on
Flinders Island (Figure 1). This accommodation consists of:
•

Seven semi-permanent tent sites – these semi-permanent sites form a standing camp
which is proposed to only be in use for up to six months of the year

•

A semi-permanent communal group tent site

•

A composting toilet

•

A vehicle access road

•

A footpath leading between each tent site (either gravel or timber)

To inform the development application and guide the mitigation of impacts to conservation
significant natural values, the proponent has engaged North Barker Ecosystem Services (NBES)
to undertake a flora and fauna habitat assessment of the proposal area and to make
recommendations to minimise impacts to threatened natural values.
Project Area
The c. 6 ha property is located in the northern part of Flinders Island west of Leeka. It is split by
West End Road, which runs east/west through the middle of the property, separating the flatter
coastal portion of land (near sea level) from the more sloped land north of the West End Road
(50 m ASL). The property is zoned as Rural under the Flinders Island Planning Scheme 2000 and
is covered by the Ecologically Sensitive overlay and partially by the Visually Sensitive overlay
(western half of the property). The site is located in the Furneaux Bioregion1.
The underlying geology is granite (predominantly alkali-feldspar granite) which in parts of the
property can be seen as outcrops. A small beach is present south of the property as well as
some rocky shoreline. Soil comprised of Quaternary sediment overlays the granite substrate.
Average annual rainfall for the nearby Wingaroo weather station in around 800 mm.
Methods
The Natural Values Atlas database was consulted for records of threatened species and
vegetation types within a 5 km radius (nvr_2_01-Nov-20212). The possibility of the project area
supporting threatened values known from within this radius was considered during field work
and has been considered in the interpretation of results and discussion.
The area was surveyed for threatened flora and fauna occurrences and potential habitat. The
survey method was based on the Timed Meander Search Procedure3. Threatened species
locations and conservation significant trees were recorded using DGPS (+/- 0.2 m accuracy).
Vegetation was classified according to TASVEG 4.0 units. To assist in vegetation mapping, a
Mavic Air drone was flown over the entire site. Individual photos spanning the entire site (taken
at two second intervals) were captured and batch processed to create an orthomosaic
image. The image interpretation process in conjunction with ground sampling and
interpolation is consistent with the DPIPWE guidelines for natural values assessments4.

1

IBRA7 - Commonwealth of Australia 2012
Natural Values Report: nvr_2_01-Nov-2021
3
F. G. Goff, G. A. Dawson, and J. J. Rochow, 1982. Site examination for threatened and endangered plant species.
Environmental Management 6: 307–316.
4
DPIPWE 2015a
North Barker Ecosystem Services
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Botanical nomenclature follows the current census of Tasmanian plants 5.
The LISTmap6 (including relevant natural values and planning layers) was consulted for
supplementary information.
Limitations
The field survey was undertaken in spring. Values that are seasonal, such as winter-flowering
orchids may have been absent; the potential for these to occur at other times of year has
been considered in terms of habitat values.
Fauna habitat, including the presence of tree hollows and nests, was assessed from ground
level only.
The survey concentrated on potential impact areas.

Figure 1: Location of the proponent’s lot on Flinders Island

5
6

de Salas and Baker 2021
DPIPWE (2021)
North Barker Ecosystem Services
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2.

Site Values

Vegetation Communities
Existing TASVEG mapping suggests the proponent’s lot is dominated by Callitris rhomboidea
forest (NCR), with a very small area of coastal grass and herbfield (GHC) mapped in the
southwestern part of the lot.
Our field surveys confirmed that NCR is the dominant plant community within the lot, with no
evidence seen of GHC in the coastal portion of the lot (Figure 2).
Callitris rhomboidea forest (NCR)
The NCR within the proponent’s lot consists of a canopy co-dominated by Callitris rhomboidea
and Eucalyptus nitida to 10 m (Plate 1). The understory within the NCR consists of a low density
of shrubby species such as Kunzea ambigua, Xanthorrhoea australis, Banksia marginata,
Lasiopetalum macrophyllum, Pultenaea daphnoides, Hibbertia hirticalyx and Lomatia tinctoria
(Plate 2). Where drainage is poor, species such as Leptospermum glaucescens and
Lepidosperma elatius become more dominant through the understory. Few small and/or
herbaceous species were noted, including Xanthosia pilosa, Stackhousia monogyna and
Drosera spp. The understory throughout was noted as free of introduced species. A number of
Eucalyptus globulus trees occur on the southern boundary of the survey area (Plate 3).
This community is listed as threatened under schedule 3A of the Tasmanian Nature
Conservation Act (NCA). This community is not listed under the Environmental Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBCA).
The TASVEG7 description of this community is based on the dominance or co-dominance of
Callitris rhomboidea in the canopy rather than understory floristics or structure.

Plate 1: An area of NCR canopy south of West End Road on the proponent’s lot

7

Harris, S & Kitchener, A. (2005). From Forest to Fjaeldmark: Descriptions of Tasmania’s Vegetation. Department of
Primary Industries, Water and Environment, Printing Authority of Tasmania, Hobart.
North Barker Ecosystem Services
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Plate 2: Typical understory in NCR on the lot

Plate 3: A number of larger Eucalyptus globulus and E. nitida in the southern portion of the survey area

North Barker Ecosystem Services
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Figure 2: Map of natural values within the survey area

Leeka Glamping
Natural Values Assessment

Plant Species of Conservation Significance
Forty-seven vascular plant taxa were recorded during our investigation (Appendix A), all being
native species. One threatened species was observed:
•

Isopogon ceratophyllus (horny cone-bush) (vulnerable under the Tasmanian
Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 [TSPA]) (Plate 4)

Four other threatened flora species are known from within 500 m of the survey area. Two of
these species (swamp beardheath and yellow onion-orchid) have almost no chance of
occurring within the survey area given their specific habitat requirements, while the other two
species (coast twinleaf and lemon dogwood) are known to occur across a number of habitat
types but are sufficiently distinctive that they are unlikely to have been overlooked in the
project area:
•

Leucopogon esquamatus (swamp beardheath) – restricted to
Leptospermum glaucescens heathland northeast of the survey area.

patches

of

•

Microtidium atratum (yellow onion-orchid) – restricted to habitats subject to periodic
inundation such as swamps, depressions and soaks, similarly, NVA records are northeast
of the survey area.

•

Zygophyllum billardierei (coast twinleaf) – the closest NVA record of this species is 450
m west of the survey area on the roadside in wet forest vegetation. It can occur across
a range of coastal habitats throughout the Furneaux group.

•

Pomaderris intermedia (lemon dogwood) – restricted to wet sclerophyll forest and
shrubland also northwest of the survey area.

The entire survey area contains habitat suitable for two winter-flowering TSPA threatened
orchid species (Pterostylis sanguinea and Pterostylis tunstallii). The timing of the survey and
flowering time for these species did not align and thus they may not have been detectable
during the survey.
Five threatened species have previously been recorded with in 500 m of the survey area, while
forty-four threatened species have been recorded within 5 km of the survey area according
to the Tasmanian Natural Values Atlas (NVA). Appendix B lists these records and Appendix C
gives commentary on the likelihood of these species occurring within the survey area.
Weeds and Plant Pathogens
No species listed as a ‘declared’ weed under the Tasmanian Weed Management Act 1999
(WMA) were observed during the survey.
No cinnamon root rot fungus Phytophthora cinnamomi (PC) was recorded in the natural values
search and no symptomatic evidence was observed on site.
Threatened Fauna and Threatened Fauna Habitat
A total of 30 threatened fauna species have been recorded as occurring or having the
potential to occur within 5 km of the survey area (Appendix D). Of the 30 species known from
within 5 km, 22 species, either marine mammals or seabirds, have no likelihood of occurrence.
For the remaining species, the likelihood of occurrence based on habitat suitability is discussed
in Appendix E. Threatened fauna with records and/or habitat most relevant to the site are
discussed below.
Swift parrot (TSPA endangered, EPBCA critically endangered)
Although the swift parrot has not been recorded within 5 km of the survey area, there are 15
observation records on the NVA from Flinders Island, indicating it is sometimes part of their
annual range, but not an important area – possibly it is only used as part of their migration.
North Barker Ecosystem Services
29/11/2021 IRE023
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For nesting, this species requires tree hollows within proximity (10 km) of food plants, which are
primarily blue gums (Eucalyptus globulus) and black gums (E. ovata). The survey area is outside
of the important breeding range and potential breeding range for this species (Figure 3).
The survey area contains a small stand of mature Eucalyptus globulus. Within this stand are
seven trees with a diameter at breast height (DBH) greater than 70 cm. These trees may
represent both foraging and potential nesting habitat purely based on the nature of the trees,
however the location makes use for foraging relatively unlikely and use for nesting extremely
unlikely.
White-bellied sea eagle (TSPA vulnerable)
A white-bellied sea eagle nest is known from approximately 380 m west of the property
boundary, but more than 500 m from the potential development area (Figure 4). No trees
suitable for nesting occur within the survey area and it is unlikely to represent a limited foraging
resource.

Plate 4: Isopogon ceratophyllus on north of West End Road on the lot

North Barker Ecosystem Services
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Figure 3: Important and potential breeding areas for the swift parrot

North Barker Ecosystem Services
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Figure 4: Location of white-bellied sea eagle nest in relation to the project area

North Barker Ecosystem Services
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3.

Impact Assessment and Scope for Mitigation

Vegetation Communities
•

Callitris rhomboidea forest (NCR) is listed as threatened under the NCA.

•

Given that the NCR community is defined by the canopy presence of Callitris
rhomboidea above all other traits, maintaining these trees throughout the patch is
considered to be the most important factor for the mitigation of impacts. Avoiding
impacts to Callitris rhomboidea trees is thus outlined as a priority in the Vegetation
Removal Plan below.

•

The composition of the understory contributes little to the benchmark definition for this
community and therefore, combined with avoidance of Callitris, some thinning of
understory and some selective removal of Eucalyptus nitida trees is unlikely to have
meaningful patch-scale implications for the quality and extent of the NCR.

•

A total of 457 m2 of the NCR community will be required to be cleared for the access,
with 363 m2 potentially impacted by the standing camp elements.

•

In terms of community loss, a footprint of < 0.1 ha within the NCR is considered to be a
very small potential loss compared to the ~6 ha that will remain on the proponent’s lot
and the approximately 200 ha mapped on the island as a whole. Proportionally, the
actual loss is considered to be even lower due to the principles outlined above in
relation to the retention of the keystone species that defines the community.

Vegetation Removal Plan
•

A vegetation removal plan (Figure 5) has been proposed to limit the potential impacts
to the NCA listed community and the conservation significant trees on the site. The
vegetation removal plan specifies trees for retention, an exclusion area to protect the
majority of the NCR, and some general construction recommendations.

•

It is expected that tent sites and pathways can be micro-sited to avoid impacts to any
of the Eucalyptus globulus and the vast majority of Callitris rhomboidea, however, given
the access requirements of the proposal, it is estimated that the loss of 8 Callitris
rhomboidea trees is unavoidable.

•

General recommendations include: that any selective removal of vegetation must be
manual (i.e. using chainsaw, brush cutters and hand tools); and appropriate
construction hygiene should be applied to avoid the spread/introduction of weeds or
introduction of pathogens.

Threatened Flora Species
Isopogon ceratophyllus was identified within the survey area north of West End Road. This
distinct species was not identified at any other locations throughout the survey and therefore
we are confident this species is not within the impact area and does not require targeted
avoidance.
Given the highly suitable habitat for threatened orchid species Pterostylis sanguinea (banded
greenhood) and Pterostylis tunstallii (Tunstall’s greenhood), there is potential for them to occur
within the survey area and possibly the project footprint (although the likelihood is lower purely
due to the small footprint). Peak flowering time for these species is from late June through July.
To aid fine scale avoidance and adequately contrast unavoidable losses with broader
populations, a targeted survey for these threatened orchids is recommended prior to
commencing works.
Provided this strategy is applied and unavoidable impacts are as low as expected in the event
of threatened orchids being present, impacts to threatened flora species from the project will
be negligible.
North Barker Ecosystem Services
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Figure 5: Vegetation Removal Plan
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Weeds and Pathogens
A statewide survey for Phytophthora cinnamomi (PC) was last conducted over 30 years
ago in Tasmania. Results then showed this soil borne pathogen was widespread throughout
Flinders Island. Although no symptomatic evidence of PC was observed during the survey,
much of the vegetation on the site is highly susceptible. Construction, plant equipment
and personnel pose a risk of introducing PC (and weeds) to the site, and an ongoing risk is
posed by guests and staff during operations.
Appropriate construction hygiene should be applied to avoid the spread/introduction of
weeds or introduction of pathogens. These requirements should be included in any
Construction Environment Management Plan applying to contractors. A similar operations
plan should be put in place to limit the likelihood of PC introduction by guests and staff.
The weed and hygiene plan should include prescriptions for monitoring and mitigation
measures such as boot wash-down stations. Installation of Phytophthora educational
signage and washdown areas is also recommended to be included.
The containment principles of the Tasmanian Weed Management Act 1999 should be met
with the same best practice construction hygiene; critically, any materials and plant
brought to the site should not include contaminated material from beyond the project
area, with wash-down of tool and machinery/equipment recommended before entry, as
well as sourcing materials, if required, from verified weed and PC free locations. The
following should be referred to during works and operations:
•

Weed and Disease Planning and Hygiene Guidelines - Preventing the spread of
weeds and diseases in Tasmania (DPIPWE, Stewart and Askey-Doran, 2015b)8

A follow-up weed inspection of the project area is recommended to establish if treatment
is warranted for the proliferation of weeds due to the project construction disturbance. This
should be undertaken in spring or summer and at least 6 months after works are completed.
Threatened Fauna and Threatened Fauna Habitat
There are no potential impacts expected to meaningfully disturb threatened fauna habitat
other than those listed below.
Swift parrot
The retention of Eucalyptus globulus in the southern portion of the site has been
recommended in the vegetation removal plan and is expected to be achievable. Given
that the trees are expected to be maintained and are not likely to represent a regularly
used resource given the location, the potential impact to swift parrots will be negligible.
White-bellied sea eagle
A white-bellied sea eagle nest is reported from approximately 380 m west of the survey
area (Figure 4). White-bellied sea eagles are less sensitive to nesting disturbance than
wedge-tailed eagles, but are still typically subject to nest protection measures. To protect
from nest desertions and/or brood failure, seasonal constraints are typically applied within
radii of 500 m direct distance and/or 1 km line of sight around active eagle nests (noting
this is only enforced through legislation under the Forest Practices Act 1985 or when
specified in permit conditions, project guidelines, etc.). As white-bellied sea eagles are less
sensitive, sometimes these radii are lessened. This can be problematic however in situations
where the precise nest location hasn’t been confirmed (such as this case) and the
reported nest co-ordinates may be inaccurate. Thus, in such situations, applying the full
radii is appropriate as a measure of caution. Based on the reported nest location the

8

Weed and Disease Planning and Hygiene Guidelines (2015b)
North Barker Ecosystem Services
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project footprint is beyond 500 m and thus considered to be low risk of direct disturbance
in that radius. The 1 km line of sight still applies and there are minimal visual obstructions
between the project area and the reported nest location.
Subsequently, as a conservative measure to prevent disturbance by line of sight to the
purported nest site, it is recommended that:

4.

•

Construction works are restricted to outside of the breeding season (1st July – 31st
January inclusive, with the potential for constraints to extend to end of February in
late years, which is determined annually by the Forest Practices Authority [FPA]
around November).

•

Should it not be possible to complete works outside of the breeding season, a nest
activity assessment will be required. Nest activity assessments are undertaken
annually from the air in October/November. Thus, constraints invariably apply each
season from 1st July up until a point where a nest is concluded to be inactive for
that season. If a nest is deemed inactive, the constraints will be lifted for the
remainder of the breeding season (only to commence again 1st July the following
year). If a nest is found to be active, constraints will continue until the end of the
season (either January or February depending on the season). Given the purported
nest location has not been checked to confirm it still contains a nest (and confirm
the location), a nest check would be recommended before the activity assessment
and would be required to be undertaken outside of the breeding season.

•

Given the project area is outside of the 500 m radius from the purported nest
location, and the white-bellied sea eagle is relatively resilient to low levels of human
activity such as will occur with the proposed use, no constraints are considered to
be necessary during operations.

Legislative Implications

Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
The EPBCA is structured for self-assessment; the proponent must indicate whether or not
the project is likely to result in a significant impact to Matters of National Environmental
Significance (MNES) and thus require consideration that it is a ‘controlled action’, which, if
confirmed, would require assessment and approval from the Commonwealth Minister.
Based on our assessment, significant impacts are not likely to any MNES and referral to the
Minister is not considered to be necessary at this time.
Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection Act 1995
Impacts to threatened flora including kill, injure, catch, damage, destroy and collect will
require a permit take under this Act. A permit will not be required under the current designs
and results. Should threatened orchids be found in the footprint during later surveys (and
unavoidable) a permit to take will be required.
Tasmanian Weed Management Act 1995
No action is currently required to eradicate or control species under this Act. Appropriate
visitor and contractor hygiene should be applied to maintain compliance.
Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 (LUPAA)
LUPAA states that ‘in determining an application for a permit, a planning authority must
(amongst other things) seek out the objectives set out in Schedule 1.
Schedule 1 includes ‘The objectives of the Resource Management and Planning System
of Tasmania’ which are (amongst other things):
North Barker Ecosystem Services
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‘To promote sustainable development of natural and physical resources and the
maintenance of ecological processes and genetic diversity’.
Sustainable development includes ‘avoiding, remedying or mitigating any adverse effects
of activities on the environment’.
Regulation to fulfil these requirements will be administered through the Flinders Planning
Scheme and through not breaching the other Acts mentioned.
Flinders Island Planning Scheme 2000
Visual aspects are beyond the scope of our works and are not assessed in our report
(regarding the Visually Sensitive overlay).
Rural Zone
5.8.1 Zone Intent
(a) The Rural Zone on other islands within the Planning Area the zone is intended to
preserve the existing character which displays minimal signs of European occupation.
(b) Use and development in the Rural Zone is intended to accommodate agricultural
uses and development predominantly, with some compatible non-agricultural uses and
development in appropriate circumstances, including tourist operation and rural
industries.
5.8.2 Desired Zone Character and Zone Guidelines
(a) The use or development of small existing rural lots for the purpose of residential living
shall only be approved where such use or development is compatible with any existing or
potential agricultural use of that land or surrounding lands. Amendment RZ02/01A 19/11/01
(b) Use or development should enhance the rural character of the zone. Buildings should
be substantial distances from the road frontage and apart, unless inappropriate for
operational or topographical reasons. Where land clearance is undertaken it should be
visually sympathetic; important trees (or stands of trees) should be retained, important
hilltop locations should not be cleared and location of trees and shrubs along fence lines,
property boundaries, watercourses and at property entrances is encouraged.
The proposed tent sites are a substantial distance from West End Road and are located
back from the coastline.
The proposal must be consistent with the principles of section 6.0 of the planning scheme
with respect to Use and Development Principles. Clause 6.4 (Environment) is considered
here, with the other clauses not applicable to our scope of works. The clause components
are presented below, with responses in italics.
(a) Use or development shall not be allowed to detrimentally affect the environment. All
areas, and sensitive ecological and/or visual areas in particular, shall be developed
in a manner and to an extent which is consistent with the protection of the values
of the area.
The proposal has been shown to be able to meet this criterion with sensitive placement
of the development footprint in an area with acceptable low risks of impacts to
values.
(b) Use or Development and land management practices shall be directed towards
achieving environmental sustainability, biodiversity and ecological balance, and
avoiding environmental damage such as soil erosion, coastal dune erosion, loss of
important animal and plant species and increases in vermin populations.
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The proposal is very unlikely to result in the loss of important animal and plant species with
the recommendations in place. This criterion can thus be met.
(c) Use or Development shall not be located in areas of unacceptable risk (e.g. from fire,
flood or landslip). In situations where risk may exist, use and development shall be
appropriately sited and designed to provide an acceptable level of protection
and safety for future users. In particular.
(i) Lands subject to flood risk are those subject to a greater than one in a 100 year
flood interval (1% probability), and land, the natural surface level of which is
below 3 metres Australian Height Datum (AHD); and
(ii) Land which comprises soils of known or suspected instability, has a slope greater
than 1 in 4, or is filled or reclaimed land, are deemed to constitute an unstable
land hazard; and
(iii) Use and development in bushfire prone areas will comply with the provisions of
Schedule 7 Development in Bushfire Prone Areas or some other provisions
acceptable to Council and the Tasmania Fire Service.
Not applicable within the scope of our assessment (natural values, flora and fauna
only).
(d) Potentially incompatible Uses or Developments shall be adequately and
appropriately located, sited and designed to avoid conflict. Level 2 activities or
sources of pollution shall be sited in accordance with the following:
(i) Use or Development for a use of land that is a Level 2 activity under the provisions
of the Environment Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 shall not be
allowed within the lesser distance from a residential zone than that
recommended by the Director of Environmental Management.
(ii) Use or Development of land that is not a Level 2 activity, but which Council
nonetheless considers will or has the potential for environmental harm, shall
not be allowed within a lesser distance from a residential zone than that
determined by Council after taking into account the advice from the Director
of Environmental Management.
(iii) A dwelling unit shall not be erected within a lesser distance of any established
Level 2 activity or other use of land which Council considers a source of
pollution, than that determined by Council taking into account the advice
from the Director of Environmental Management.
Not applicable within the scope of our assessment (natural values, flora and fauna
only).
(e) Activities involving extensive site works, such as quarrying, shall be suitably sited,
screened, and rehabilitated where appropriate, to protect the ecological and
visual qualities of the area.
Not applicable within the scope of our assessment (natural values, flora and fauna
only).
(f) Use or development shall be of a suitable form and siting to avoid any adverse impact
on any watercourse and vice versa. Use or development (including the siting of
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effluent disposal systems) shall be setback a minimum of 40 metres, or such distance
as is required, from a watercourse to avoid degradation of water quality.
Not applicable within the scope of our assessment (natural values, flora and fauna
only).
(g) Use of land in the vicinity of those watercourses identified in Schedule 3 shall provide
Riparian Reserves in an appropriate location and form.
Not applicable within the scope of our assessment (natural values, flora and fauna
only).

5.

Conclusion

A natural values assessment has been undertaken for the construction of tourist camping
accommodation at West End Road, Leeka (PID 6433595). Our results and assessment
indicate that the proposal can be developed and managed in a way (with conditions of
approval and operational requirements) that will not put conservation significant values
at an unacceptably high risk of impacts. A summary is provided below of key findings, with
an associated list of legislative requirements and recommendations – the latter may be
most applicable as conditions of approval, as they do not necessarily require completion
pre-approval in order to inform the assessment of the development application.
Vegetation Communities
•

The native vegetation NCR within the potential footprint is listed as threatened
under the Tasmanian Nature Conservation Act 2002.

•

A total of 457 m2 of the NCR community will be required to be cleared for the
access, with 363 m2 potentially impacted by the standing camp elements

•

Potential NCR loss (< 0.1 ha) is considered to be very small compared to balance
of extent within the lot and across the island.

•

As long as recommended mitigation strategies such as micro-siting to avoid
impacts to Callitris rhomboidea are applied, impacts to this community can be kept
to an acceptable minimum.

•

A vegetation removal plan provided in Figure 5 gives guidelines for avoiding
impacts to natural values of conservation significance.

•

It is expected that tent sites and pathways can be micro-sited to avoid impacts to
any of the Eucalyptus globulus and the vast majority of Callitris rhomboidea,
however, given the access requirements of the proposal, it is estimated that the
loss of 8 Callitris rhomboidea trees is unavoidable.

Threatened Flora Species
•

Given the highly suitable habitat for threatened orchid species Pterostylis
sanguinea (banded greenhood) and Pterostylis tunstallii (Tunstall’s greenhood),
there is potential for them to occur within the survey area and possibly the project
footprint (although the likelihood is lower purely due to the small footprint). Peak
flowering time for these species is from late June through July.

•

To aid fine scale avoidance and adequately contrast unavoidable losses with
broader populations, a targeted survey for these threatened orchids is
recommended prior to commencing works.

•

Provided this strategy is applied and unavoidable impacts are as low as expected
in the event of threatened orchids being present, impacts to threatened flora
species from the project will be negligible.
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Threatened Fauna and Threatened Fauna Habitat
•

A vegetation removal plan provided recommends and demonstrates the capacity
to retain Eucalyptus globulus trees on the site and thus avoid potential impacts to
the occasional swift parrot.

•

Given the proximity and potential line of sight to a reported location of a whitebellied sea eagle nest, the following are recommended:

•

o

Construction works are restricted to outside of the breeding season (1st July
– 31st January inclusive, with the potential for constraints to extend to end
of February in late years, which is determined annually by the Forest
Practices Authority [FPA] around November).

o

Should it not be possible to complete works outside of the breeding season,
a nest activity assessment will be required. Nest activity assessments are
undertaken annually from the air in October/November. Thus, constraints
invariably apply each season from 1st July up until a point where a nest is
concluded to be inactive for that season. If a nest is deemed inactive, the
constraints will be lifted for the remainder of the breeding season (only to
commence again 1st July the following year). If a nest is found to be active,
constraints will continue until the end of the season (either January or
February depending on the season). Given the purported nest location has
not been checked to confirm it still contains a nest (and confirm the
location), a nest check would be recommended before the activity
assessment and would be required to be undertaken outside of the
breeding season.

o

Given the project area is outside of the 500 m radius from the purported
nest location, and the white-bellied sea eagle is relatively resilient to low
levels of human activity such as will occur with the proposed use, no
constraints are considered to be necessary during operations.

No other meaningful amount of threatened fauna habitat is at risk from the
proposal; as a result no targeted mitigation is warranted for other species.

Weeds and Pathogens

•

The proposal will require a Weed and Hygiene Management Plan (to cover
construction and operations) to detail recommended weed and pathogen control
measures, including recommendations for boot and equipment hygiene among
guests (to be included as an operational condition).

•

A follow-up weed inspection of the project area is recommended to establish if
treatment is warranted for the proliferation of weeds due to the project
construction disturbance. This should be undertaken in spring or summer and at
least 6 months after works are completed.

Legislative Requirements
•

Referral for consideration as a controlled action under the Commonwealth
Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 is not considered
to be necessary for this proposal at this time.

•

Unavoidable impacts to threatened flora (should they be determined to be present
in the footprint by a winter survey) will require a permit take under the Tasmanian
Threatened Species Protection Act 1995.
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Appendix A: Vascular Plant Species Lists
Status codes:
ORIGIN

NATIONAL SCHEDULE

i - introduced

STATE SCHEDULE

EPBC Act 1999

TSP Act 1995

d - declared weed WM Act

CR - critically endangered

e - endangered

en - endemic to Tasmania

EN - endangered

v - vulnerable

t - within Australia, occurs only in Tas.

VU - vulnerable

r - rare

Sites:
1

Site

NCR - E573145, N5583406

Name

28/10/2021 Cameron Geeves

Common name

Status

DICOTYLEDONAE
1

AIZOACEAE
Tetragonia implexicoma

bower spinach

1

APIACEAE
Hydrocotyle hirta

hairy pennywort

1

Xanthosia pilosa

woolly crossherb

1

ASTERACEAE
Senecio biserratus

jagged fireweed

1

Allocasuarina monilifera

necklace sheoak

1

CONVOLVULACEAE
Dichondra repens

kidneyweed

1

DILLENIACEAE
Hibbertia hirticalyx

bassian guinea flower

1

DROSERACEAE
Drosera macrantha subsp. planchonii

climbing sundew

1

Drosera spatulata var. spatulata

rosy sundew

1

ERICACEAE
Epacris impressa

common heath

1

Leucopogon parviflorus

coast beardheath

1

Leucopogon virgatus var. virgatus

twiggy beardheath

1

EUPHORBIACEAE
Beyeria viscosa

pinkwood

1

FABACEAE
Acacia genistifolia

spreading wattle

1

Acacia mucronata

variable sallow wattle

1

Acacia verticillata

prickly moses

1

Pultenaea daphnoides

heartleaf bushpea

1

Pultenaea juniperina

prickly beauty

1

LAURACEAE
Cassytha pubescens

downy dodderlaurel

CASUARINACEAE

en
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1

MYRTACEAE
Eucalyptus globulus subsp. globulus

tasmanian blue gum

1

Eucalyptus nitida

western peppermint

1

Kunzea ambigua

white kunzea

1

Leptospermum glaucescens

smoky teatree

1

Leptospermum scoparium

common tea-tree

1

Melaleuca ericifolia

coast paperbark

1

Melaleuca squamea

swamp honeymyrtle

en
en

PITTOSPORACEAE

en

1

Billardiera longiflora

purple appleberry

1

Billardiera mutabilis

green appleberry

1

PROTEACEAE
Banksia marginata

silver banksia

1

Hakea decurrens

hakea

1

Hakea teretifolia subsp. hirsuta

dagger needlebush

1

Isopogon ceratophyllus

horny conebush

1

Lomatia tinctoria

guitarplant

1

RANUNCULACEAE
Clematis aristata

mountain clematis

1

RHAMNACEAE
Pomaderris pilifera

hairy dogwood

1

SAPINDACEAE
Dodonaea viscosa subsp. spatulata

broadleaf hopbush

1

STACKHOUSIACEAE
Stackhousia monogyna

forest candles

1

STERCULIACEAE
Lasiopetalum macrophyllum

shrubby velvetbush

v
en

GYMNOSPERMAE
1

CUPRESSACEAE
Callitris rhomboidea

oyster bay pine

MONOCOTYLEDONAE
1

CYPERACEAE
Gahnia grandis

cutting grass

1

Lepidosperma ensiforme

arching swordsedge

1

Lepidosperma filiforme

common rapiersedge

1

ORCHIDACEAE
Acianthus sp.

mosquito orchid

1

RESTIONACEAE
Empodisma minus

spreading roperush

1

XANTHORRHOEACEAE
Xanthorrhoea australis

southern grasstree

PTERIDOPHYTA
ASPLENIACEAE
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1

Asplenium flabellifolium

necklace fern

1

DENNSTAEDTIACEAE
Pteridium esculentum subsp. esculentum bracken
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Appendix B: Threatened flora observations from the Natural Values Atlas
Table 1: Verified NVA threatened flora observations within 500 m of the proponent’s lot – SS = Tasmanian
Threatened Species Protection Act 1995, NS = Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999

Table 2: Verified NVA threatened flora observations within 5 km of the proponent’s lot – SS = Tasmanian
Threatened Species Protection Act 1995, NS = Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999
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Appendix C: Conservation Significant Flora
Species

TSPA Status

EPBCA
Status

Records
within 500 m

Records
within 5 km

Habitat

Likelihood of
Impact

Commentary

Isopogon
ceratophyllus
horny conebush

vulnerable

-

1

46

Acidic sandy soils in dry
heathlands in the Furneaux
Group.

Present

Two plants found north
of West End Road

61

Soils derived from calcareous
limestone in coastal heath,
heathy scrub and dry open
woodland, sometimes with
emergent Allocasuarina
verticillata. The population on
King Island is of uncertain
status.

Very low

Conspicuous shrub
unlikely to have been
overlooked

5

Calcareous soils and found on
broken, rocky ground and in
heath, scrub and low forest. All
occurrences are very near
coastal.

Very low

Not recorded during
survey. Very limited
area of potential
habitat. Unlikely to
have been overlooked

1

Occurs in a range of
vegetation types, the common
factor being locally impeded
drainage.

Very low

No viable habitat for
this species within the
survey area

1

Wide range of habitats on most
soil types, including saline
areas, but is most commonly
found in disturbed areas.

Very low

Conspicuous shrub
unlikely to have been
overlooked

6

Open woodland and
sedgeland on broad flats,
slopes and ridgelines, most
strongly associated with
quarzitic soils and stony
ground.

Very low

Conspicuous shrub
unlikely to have been
overlooked

Acacia uncifolia
coast wirilda

Acrotriche cordata
coast groundberry

Asperula minima
mossy woodruff

Atriplex suberecta
sprawling saltbush

Banksia serrata
saw banksia

rare

vulnerable

rare

vulnerable

rare

-

-

-

-

-

0

0

0

0

0
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Brachyscome
perpusilla
tiny daisy

rare

-

0

2

Rockplates in grassy woodland.
It was recently recorded in a
grassy herbfield on very shallow
dolerite soils in the Midlands.

Very low

Not recorded during
survey. Very limited
area of potential
habitat. Unlikely to
have been overlooked

Low

Survey occurred
outside of flowering
time. Some possibility
of the species being
present

Caladenia
caudata
tailed spider orchid

vulnerable

VULNERABLE

0

1

Highly variable habitat, which
includes the central north:
Eucalyptus obliqua heathy
forest on low undulating hills;
the north-east: E. globulus
grassy/heathy coastal forest, E.
amygdalina heathy woodland
and forest, Allocasuarina
woodland; and the south-east:
E. amygdalina forest and
woodland on sandstone,
coastal E. viminalis forest on
deep sands. Substrates vary
from dolerite to sandstone to
granite, with soils ranging from
deep windblown sands, sands
derived from sandstone and
well-developed clay loams
developed from dolerite. A
high degree of insolation is
typical of many sites.

Cotula vulgaris
subsp. vulgaris
slender buttons

rare

-

0

3

Saline herbfields, rocky coastal
outcrops, and wet or brackish
swamps.

None

No viable habitat for
this species within the
survey area

None

No viable habitat for
this species within the
survey area

Very low

Not recorded during
survey. Very limited

Cryptostylis
leptochila
small tongue
orchid

endangered

-

0

1

Open eucalypt forest with a
Melaleuca (paperbark) and
Leptospermum (tea-tree)
shrubby understorey and in
heathland on clay loams.

Drosera
glanduligera
scarlet sundew

rare

-

0

4

Low nutrient, sandy or loamy
soils in heathlands and
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woodlands in the north-east
and on Flinders Island.
Eucalyptus
globulus subsp.
globulus
Gippsland
bluegum

Eutaxia microphylla
spiny bushpea

Gompholobium
ecostatum
dwarf wedgepea

rare

rare

endangered

-

-

-

0

0

0

5

Eucalyptus globulus subsp.
pseudoglobulus occurs in
Melaleuca armillaris forest with
a damp understorey

None

Conspicuous tree
species unlikely to
have been overlooked

14

Occurs in windswept coastal
heathland on calcarenite. On
mainland Tasmania, the
species usually occurs in low
open coastal shrubbery and on
cliff edges

None

No viable habitat for
this species within the
survey area

17

Restricted to roadsides and
heaths of the sandy plains on
Flinders Island in the Bass Strait

Very low

Not recorded during
survey. Very limited
area of potential
habitat

Predominately on dolerite in
Allocasurina forest in the north
and east of the State

Very low

Not recorded during
survey. Very limited
area of potential
habitat

None

No viable habitat for
this species within the
survey area

Gyrostemon
thesioides
broom wheelfruit

rare

-

0

4

Hakea ulicina
furze needlebush

vulnerable

-

0

13

Restricted to the heaths and
scrubs of the Furneaux Group

2

Poorly drained habitats such as
shrubby/sedgy swamps and
wetlands including
Lepidosperma longitudinale
sedgelands with emergent
shrubs such as Leptospermum
lanigerum, Melaleuca gibbosa
and Melaleuca, and herbs
such as Centella cordifolia,
Ranunculus amphitrichus and
Scaevola hookeri (with the

Haloragis
myriocarpa
prickly raspwort

rare

-

0

area of potential
habitat

No viable habitat for
this species within the
survey area
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occasional Eucalyptus ovata).
Sites on Flinders Island are
mostly associated with
‘wetland herbfields’.

Hydrocotyle
comocarpa
fringefruit
pennywort

Lasiopetalum
baueri
slender velvetbush

Lasiopetalum
discolor
coast velvetbush

rare

rare

rare

0

0

0

1

Recorded from Cape Barren,
Flinders and Deal islands.
Habitat descriptions include a
ridge crest with shallow soil with
other forbs surrounded by
shrubs and Eucalyptus nitida,
and for Deal Island on penguin
pads, with some plants in bare
soil.

2

Open, coastal shrubbery
(usually low Allocasuarina
forest) on dolerite along the
north and north-east of the
State.

Low

Not recorded during
survey. Very limited
area of potential
habitat

Very low

Not recorded during
survey. Very limited
area of potential
habitat

1

Grows in Allocasuarina forest
on calcareous sandy soils and
limestone around the northwest and on the Bass Strait
Islands

Very low

Not recorded during
survey. Very limited
area of potential
habitat

Very low

No viable habitat for
this species within the
survey area

Very low

No viable habitat for
this species within the
survey area

Leucopogon affinis
lanceleaf beardheath

rare

0

4

Occurs in a broad range of
habitats including tall scrub,
mainly on stabilised dune sands
and hinterlands, lagoon
margins, and gullies and
riverbanks in wet eucalypt
forest, probably restricted to
the Bass Strait islands.

Leucopogon
esquamatus
swamp
beardheath

rare

1

35

Sandy heathland and heathy
woodland.
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Microtidium
atratum
yellow onionorchid

Myoporum
parvifolium
creeping boobialla

rare

vulnerable

1

0

2

Occurs in habitats subject to
periodic inundation such as
swamps, depressions and
soaks. The base of the plants is
usually immersed in water and
plants can be wholly
submerged in wet years.

Very low

Not recorded during
survey. Very limited
area of potential
habitat

4

Restricted to Flinders Island
where it is found in Gahnia
sedgeland at Long Point and
along the roadside fringing
Allocasuarina forest near West
End.

Very low

Conspicuous species
unlikely to have been
overlooked

Very low

Not recorded during
survey. Very limited
area of potential
habitat

None

No viable habitat
within the survey area

Parietaria debilis
shade pellitory

rare

0

5

Parietaria debilis occurs around
shearwater (mutton bird)
rookeries, on cliffs and rocks in
the salt spray zone, in moist
shaded areas in dune scrubs,
and under rock overhangs in
forested gullies

Phylloglossum
drummondii
pygmy clubmoss

rare

0

2

Wet peaty soils where there is
little competition from other
plants

1

Occurs on Flinders and its outer
islands on plains grasslands and
dry sclerophyll forests,
predominantly in calcareous
and sandy soils.

Very low

Not recorded during
survey. Very limited
area of potential
habitat

9

Occurs in heathland and
heathy woodland on eastern
Bass Strait islands but extends
to mainly dry sclerophyll forest
on mainland Tasmania, most
often associated with rock
outcrops (dolerite), riparian
areas and open forest.

Very low

Conspicuous species
unlikely to have been
overlooked

Pimelea curviflora
var. sericea
silky curved
riceflower

Pomaderris
intermedia
lemon dogwood

rare

rare

0

1
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Pomaderris oraria
subsp. oraria
bassian dogwood

Pomaderris
paniculosa subsp.
paralia
shining dogwood

Pterostylis cucullata
subsp. cucullata
leafy greenhood

Pterostylis
sanguinea
banded
greenhood

rare

0

rare

endangered

rare

0

VULNERABLE

0

0

12

Known from the central north
coast near Badger Head, and
near Wingaroo on Flinders
Island. At Badger Head plants
grow on skeletal soils over fine
siltstones on clifftops and
foredune slopes within 100 m of
the shore. Habitat includes
wind-pruned coastal scrubs,
and low forest dominated by
Allocasuarina verticillata.

Very low

Conspicuous species
unlikely to have been
overlooked

21

Occurs in exposed sites along
cliff lines and within dune and
coastal scrubs, and low forest
dominated by Allocasuarina
verticillata. It also reputedly
occurs in inland areas of
Flinders Island near Wingaroo.

Very low

Conspicuous species
unlikely to have been
overlooked

5

Known from near-coastal areas
in the north of the State where
it occurs on calcareous dunes
and sand-sheets, within closed
scrubs dominated by either
Leptospermum laevigatum or
Beyeria lechenaultii var.
latifolia. The sites are typically
sheltered, facing south or
south-easterly to westerly, with
seasonally damp but welldrained humus-rich sandy
loams, often with moss and
deep leaf litter.

Low

Not recorded during
survey. There is a small
area of closed scrub
north of West End
Road that may
constitute reasonable
habitat for this species

4

Occurs in coastal eucalypt and
sheoak woodland, teatree
scrub and scrubby heathland
on well-drained gravelly peat
and sandy and clay loams.

Low

Survey occurred
outside of flowering
time. Some possibility
of the species being
present
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Scaevola albida
pale fanflower

Scleranthus
fasciculatus
spreading knawel

vulnerable

vulnerable

0

0

1

Near-coastal scrubs,
woodlands and grasslands,
usually on calcareous sands,
and it has also been observed
colonising road margins,
consistent with the Victorian
experience. The elevation of
known sites is 10-30 m above
sea level, and the annual
rainfall is about 500-700 mm.
The potential habitat of
Scaevola albida on Flinders
Island is roughly delineated by
areas of Quaternary sands with
limestone deposits, in the
Marshall Bay land system. The
analogous system in northwestern Tasmania is the Temma
land system.

Very low

Not recorded during
survey. Very limited
area of potential
habitat

15

Poa grassland/grassy
woodland. Scleranthus
fasciculatus appears to need
gaps between the tussock
spaces for its survival and both
fire and stock grazing maintain
the openness it requires. Often
found in areas protected from
grazing such as fallen trees and
branches.

None

No viable habitat
within the survey area

Very low

Not recorded during
survey. Very limited
area of potential
habitat

Very low

Not recorded during
survey. Very limited

Spyridium
parvifolium var.
molle
soft dustymiller

rare

0

1

Occurs in a range of
vegetation types, mainly
shrubby dry sclerophyll forests
and woodlands. It can
proliferate from soil-stored seed
after disturbance.

Spyridium
parvifolium var.

rare

0

3

Mainly occurs in near-coastal
areas in northern Tasmania. It
occurs in a range of
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parvifolium coast
dustymiller

Spyridium
vexilliferum var.
vexilliferum
helicopter bush

Stellaria multiflora
subsp. nebulosa
nebulous rayless
starwort

Taraxacum
cygnorum
coast dandelion

vegetation types, mainly
shrubby dry sclerophyll forests
and woodlands. It can
proliferate from soil-stored seed
after disturbance.

rare

0

rare

0

VULNERABLE

0

area of potential
habitat

20

Occurs in a range of
vegetation types, including
sandy heaths, rock plates and
dry sclerophyll forest and
woodland (mainly dominated
by Eucalyptus amygdalina). It is
found on a range of substrates
(e.g. mudstone, granite,
laterite gravels) from nearcoastal areas in the east, north
and west of the State, to the
Midlands and lower Derwent
Valley. It is most abundant in
open or disturbed areas,

Very low

Not recorded during
survey. Very limited
area of potential
habitat

1

Appears to be restricted to the
Furneaux Group where it is
strongly associated with dune
sands.

NONE

No viable habitat
within the survey area

1

Only confirmed Tasmanian
records collected in the mid1800s from Prime Seal, Flinders
and King islands in Bass Strait.
As the species has not been
seen in Australia since the
1980s, the habitat preferences
of the species are poorly
known. It was most recently
collected from Victoria in nearcoastal areas in shrubby
woodland on limestone

Very low

Not recorded during
survey. Very limited
area of potential
habitat
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Thelymitra
benthamiana
blotched sunorchid

Triglochin
minutissima
tiny arrowgrass

Utricularia tenella
pink bladderwort

Zygophyllum
billardierei
coast twinleaf

Endangered

Rare

Rare

Rare

0

0

0

1

7

On Flinders Island, Thelymitra
benthamiana occurs on slopes
and hill tops associated with
areas of heathy eucalypt
woodland, open
heathy/scrubby vegetation,
bare ground and exposed rock
that is sedimentary in origin
and unique to this part of
Flinders Island.

Very low

Not recorded during
survey. Very limited
area of potential
habitat

2

Inhabits fresh or brackish
mudflats or margins of swamps
in lowland, mostly coastal
areas.

None

No viable habitat
within the survey area

3

Occurs in muddy soils on the
edges of lagoons and
wetlands, on old tracks through
shrubland and heathland, and
on bare ground in poorly
drained habitats.

None

No viable habitat
within the survey area

16

Known from calcareous sands,
forests, wetlands and heath
communities on the Furneaux
Group.

Very low

Not recorded during
survey, conspicuous
species unlikely to
have been overlooked
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Appendix D: Threatened fauna observations from the Natural Values Atlas
Table 3: Verified NVA threatened fauna observations within 500 m of the proponent’s lot – SS =

Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection Act 1995, NS = Commonwealth Environment Protection
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

Table 4: Verified NVA threatened fauna observations within km m of the proponent’s lot and based

on range boundaries – SS = Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection Act 1995, NS =
Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
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Appendix E: Conservation significant fauna
Species

Status TSPA / EPBCA

Records within
500 m / 5 km

Potential to Occur

Observations and Preferred Habitat

VERY LOW

The habitat of this species is restricted to near
coastal areas that support suitable heaths and
heathy woodlands from Beaconsfield in the
north of Tasmania to Coles Bay (and Flinders
Island). Habitat across the species’ known
range includes open heathlands, open
woodlands with a heathland understorey, and
vegetated sand dunes. On mainland Australia
the species has been found to peak in
abundance during the early to mid stages of
vegetation succession, which is typically 2-3
years post fire. However, there are populations
known in Tasmania that have been found in
vegetation 16 years post-fire.
The survey area is within this species core
range and there has been a recent sighting in
similar vegetation on Flinders Island. Although,
given the size of the lot and the nature of the
development, there is a very low chance this
species would be impacted.

MAMMALS

Pseudomys
novaehollandiae

endangered / VULNERABLE

0/5

new holland mouse

BIRDS
Aquila audax subsp. fleayi
wedge-tailed eagle

Haliaeetus leucogaster
white-belled sea-eagle

Nesting: LOW

Endangered /
ENDANGERED

3/9

Vulnerable /
-

1 / 13

Foraging: MODERATE

Nesting: LOW
Foraging: MODERATE

Requires large old growth trees in sheltered
areas for nesting and is highly sensitive to
disturbance during the breeding season.
No suitable nesting habitat is present in the
survey area; however, eagles may forage in
the vicinity.
Similar habitat requirement to the wedgetailed eagle but this is primarily a coastal
species whose main foraging habitat is around
open water.
One nest has been recorded within 500 m of
the survey area (380 m) on the lower southeast
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Pardalotus quadragintus
forty-spotted pardalote

Status TSPA / EPBCA

endangered/ENDANGERED

Records within
500 m / 5 km

Potential to Occur

Nesting: NONE
Foraging: NONE

0/0

Observations and Preferred Habitat
slopes of Mount Tanner. Given the coastal
nature of the site it is highly likely that seaeagles forage in the area.
Endemic to Tasmania and occurs in only a few
small areas within the State. It is relatively
restricted to dry grassy forest and woodland
along the east coast containing mature white
gum
No white gums within the survey area and
therefore no chance of it occurring.

REPTILES and FROGS

Pseudemoia pagenstecheri
tussock skink

Vulnerable /
-

0/0

NONE

Litoria raniformis
green and gold frog

Vulnerable /
VULNERABLE

0/0

NONE

A ground-dwelling lizard, occurring in grassland
and grassy woodland habitats at a range of
elevations. Records in Tasmania a few
disconnected patches of habitat from
Midlands, inland Cradle Coast, and eastern
Bass Strait islands.
There is no suitable habitat for this species in
the survey area, and no chance of it
occurring.
In Tasmania, this species is found in lowland
areas, primarily coastal. They require
permanent or temporary water bodies for
survival and tend to inhabit ones containing
emergent plants such as Cycnogeton procera
or species of Juncus or sedge. They are rarely
seen in open water and spend most of their
time in vegetation at the water’s edges. They
depend upon permanent fresh water for
breeding, which occurs in Spring and Summer.
There is no suitable habitat for this species in
the survey area, and no chance of it
occurring.

FISH
Galaxiella pusilla
Eastern dwarf galaxias

Vulnerable /
VULNERABLE

0/0

NONE

Confined to lowland swampy areas where it
shelters amongst aquatic vegetation in
shallows of slow flowing water in backwaters of
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Prototroctes maraena
Australian grayling

Status TSPA / EPBCA

Vulnerable /
VULNERABLE

Records within
500 m / 5 km

0/0

Potential to Occur

NONE

Observations and Preferred Habitat
creeks and drainage ditches in the far NE and
NW parts of Tasmania and Flinders Island.
There is no suitable habitat for this species in
the survey area, and no chance of it
occurring.
In Tasmania, the diadromous Australian
Grayling has been found in northern, eastern,
and western rivers. Little is known of the
population size. The major threat to the species
is the construction of barriers that prevent adult
fish moving upstream and juveniles
downstream.
There is no suitable habitat for this species in
the survey area, and no chance of it
occurring.

INVERTEBRATES and GASTROPODS

Antipodia chaostola

Endangered / ENDANGERED

0/0

NONE

The Chaostola skipper is restricted to dry forest
and woodland supporting sedges of the
Gahnia genus and occurs in isolated
populations in south-eastern and eastern
Tasmania. The survey area does not contain
this species food plant, given this there is no
suitable habitat for this species in the survey
area, and no chance of it occurring.
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